Sepsis and treatment-induced immunosuppression in the patient with cancer.
Treatment for cancer is frequently an assault to the immune system. The immunosuppression that results significantly increases the patient's risk for infection. In this patient population, infection can quickly progress to sepsis, septic shock, and death. A high index of suspicion during nursing assessments is a critical strategy in early identification of infections. In addition, judicious adherence to infection control measures, appropriate use of prophylactic agents, and immediate employment of broad-spectrum antibiotics that are empirically based are essential strategies to maximize the patient's likelihood for survival.